






Fundraising Advances Rapidly
Major Contributions Speed Progress Toward Phase One

Visit our website www.TheSmithCenter.com for all our latest news
For more information, please call 702.614.0109 

Don and Dee Snyder with Kitty and Ron Boeddeker, who hosted 
an informational reception at the Southshore Yacht and Beach 

Club at Lake Las Vegas.

That last category—the Founders and naming gifts—is now the 

board’s focus. “In this phase, we are asking community leaders 

and corporations to support the project with donations of $1 

million or more,” said Boman, “and we have a lot to offer to those 

who partner with us.” Among other benefits, Founders will be 

permanently and distinctively acknowledged in the main lobby 

and have access to choice seating for performances. 

Naming opportunities at The Smith Center include the main 

concert hall, box seating, lobbies, the star dressing room and 

many other areas. “Naming gifts are very significant,” Houssels 

said. “They’re a wonderful way to recognize those who are 

important to us and show how much we care for our community.” 

	

“We are very fortunate to have a terrific core of people who 

have put their money where their mouths are,” said Foundation 

President Myron Martin. “They believe in this project so strongly 

that they’re investing their own resources in it, and that gives 

them credibility when talking to others. Combine that with what 

we call the ‘the power of the project’— the excitement people have 

when they understand the deep implications of the project and 

how it’s going to touch everybody in the community—and it’s a 

very strong message that has great fundraising results.”
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Performing arts center fans will be happy to know that 

fundraising is  progressing rapidly for Phase One of The 

Fred W. and Mary B. Smith Center for the Performing Arts.

“We’ve already received commitments of about $255 million of 

our $350 million goal for endowment, planning, design and Phase 

One construction, so we’re almost three-fourths of the way there,” 

said Nancy Houssels, Foundation board member and chair of the 

Development Committee.    

“There’s been terrific progress on this project—just over-the-

top progress,” added Foundation Vice Chairman Keith Boman. 

“Between now and groundbreaking in late 2008, our challenge is 

to raise the balance for Phase One construction, and that is under 

way with a vengeance.”	

After groundbreaking, the plan is to broaden the campaign for 

the two ensuing phases, culminating with the completion of The 

Smith Center by early 2011. 

Contributions to date have come from the City of Las Vegas in 

the form of land, parking and infrastructure development; car 

rental fee revenue; an endowment from the Donald W. Reynolds 

Foundation, and private donations from Founders and donors who 

have named various areas of the facility.

Las Vegas Performing Arts Center 
Foundation Vice Chairman Keith 
Boman discusses building plans with 
Donald W. Reynolds Foundation trustee 
Wes Smith and architect Gregory Hoss 
at a reception hosted by the Donald 
W. Reynolds Foundation. 




