














Ailey

IT Brings World-Class

Artistry to Local Community

The Smith Center’s Candy Schneider, Director of
Education and Outreach, couldn’t resist when she
had the chance to bring the distinguished New York
dance company Ailey I, to Las Vegas.

“When the opportunity presented itself, we [The
Smith Center] jumped at it,” she explained. The
accomplished touring company made an unexpected
stop to the valley in February of this year.

Partnering with the Las Vegas Clark County
Library District, The Smith Center hosted
several events over two days including a sold-out
performance, a master class, and several lecture-
demonstrations at local schools West Preparatory
Institute and Andre Agassi College Preparatory
Charter School.

Ailey II is known for merging the spirit and energy of the
country’s best young talent with the passion and creative
vision of today’s most outstanding choreographers.

Agassi Prep students participating in Ailey Il demonstration.
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At both West and Agassi site visits, middle and high school
students (grades six through 10) were in awe of the dancers.
During the one hour lecture-demonstrations, the company
members demonstrated Ailey technique from popular
repertory dances, spoke about the company’s history, and
their own personal experiences. Students later took to the
floor alongside company members for student demonstrations.

“I was really pleased with the amount of time they spent with
the kids” said Schneider. “In talking with the kids they

Ailey Il in Alvin Ailey’s Blues Suite. Photo: Eduardo Patino, NYC.

framed the importance of drive, educational goals, service to
the community and working together,” she added.

Ailey II continued to dazzle audiences at a special
performance held at the West Las Vegas Library Theatre.
Under the artistic direction of Sylvia Waters, the troupe of

12 performed a variety of pieces, including the Alvin Ailey
choreographed Pilgrim of Sorrow, Take Me To The Water and
associate artistic director Troy Powell’s External Knot.

“Events of this caliber, that support and enable our
community’s youth to gain a wider and more collective
arts experience, only aid in developing a more arts
educative audience,” said M.E. Jani Jeppe of the West
Las Vegas Library Theatre.

The master class was held the next day at the Nevada
Ballet Theatre. The class of 30 or so, included dancers
from NBT, UNLYV, College of Southern Nevada, the Las
Vegas Contemporary Dance Theatre, and Clark County
School District.

“It is extremely valuable to offer these opportunities to youth
allowing them to experience working with young working
professional artists such as the Ailey II master instructors”
said Victoria Stocki-Kim, Nevada Ballet’s academy director.
“It ultimately motivates, inspires, and gives them a taste of the
broader national dance arena.”

Following their Las Vegas visit, Ailey II, resumed their
40-city North American tour.

Visit our website www.TheSmithCenter.com for all our latest news. For more information, please call 702.614.0109.





